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Pigeon's Ranch
Progress Report
by: Marc Simmons

the great depression which died due to
the decline of available water.
Elvis E. Fleming, Assistant Professor
of History, ENMU-Roswell, "Blackdom: New Mexico's First All-Negro
Community." This community was
established about 1908 comprised
mostly of Negro homesteaders. The
community was abandoned in the early
1920s due, in part, to the lack of
water.
William B. Anderson, New Mexico
State University, "Hondale, New Mexico 1907-1930." The transition and
development of an agricultural community in Luna County.
Joel Geffen, Albuquerque , "Water
- the Elephant Butte Dispute." Should
Elephant Butte dam have been built at
EI Paso rather than up river at Hot
Springs-Tor C? A very current topic no pun intended.

NEW MEXICO THROUGH
THE WRITER'S EYE
Richard Etulain, University of New
Mexico, "In Search of the West:
Western Travel Narratives as Literature, 1800-1865." The writings by explorers and travelers who came west
and seeing them as "literary impressions of the west" accompanied by slide
presentation.
Robert Gish, University of Northern
Iowa , "Pretty, but is it history? The
Legacy of Harvey Fergusson's Rio
Grande. " Fergusson's book Rio Grande" was published in 1931 and influenced subsequent writers like Paul
Horgan , Laura Gilpin's photographic
essay, Rio Grande, Tony Hillerman
and even Erna Fergusson. Novelist or
historian, Fergusson was both.
William Howarth, Princeton University, "Naming the Land: Writers in the
Southwest." This is a general introduction to western landscape and history
using the works of Cather, LaFarge,
Lawrence and others.
FARMING AND LIVESTOCK
Austin Hoover, Rio Grande Historical Collections, Las Cruces, "The History of Fruit Production in New Mexico." An overview of the fruit industry
from the Mesilla Valley to Farmington.
Steve Zimmer, Philmont Ranch,
"Waite Phillips and the Philmont
Ranch. " Agriculture in New Mexico
was a diverse industry which included
ranching as well as orchards and
farms.
John Baxter, University of New
Mexico, "New Mexico's Sheep Trails
to California, 1850-1860." The presentation details the difficulties of the
trails to California and the impact of
this trade.
TOWNS THAT WERE AND WHY
Russell F. Shaw, MD, Los Alamos,
"Rechenlos: An Agricultural Community That Dried Up." The history of
a small Hispanic village from 1840 to

FROM MILITARY TO MEDICAL:
MORALE, MEDICINE,
AND DOCTORS
Richard Melzer and Dr. Phyllis
Mingus, University of New MexicoValencia Campus, "Motivating the
Mobilized: Building Troop Morale at
Camp Cody, New Mexico, During
World War I." The young recruits and
draftees at Camp Cody trying to cope
with army life as seen through the
camp newspaper and other sources .•
Paul M. Kramer, Los Alamos , "Fort
Thorn: Sickliest Post in the Territory."
Modern medicinal techniques are used
to investigate the health of the men at
Fort Thorn.
Monroe Billington, New Mexico
State University, "Black Soldiers in
New Mexico Territory, 1866-1899."
The black military presence has too
often been ignored in the research and
writing of New Mexico history.
Dorothy Simpson Beimer, New
Mexico Highlands University,
"Pioneer Doctors in Las Vegas,
1880-1911." The physicians did what
they could to fight disease and repair
the accidental damage to early citizens
of Las Vegas.
TAOS: ROADS, TRAILS, PEOPLE
AND PLACES
Helen G. Blumenschein, Taos, "The
Old Trails and Roads to Taos." Her
favorite topic and well done, too.
Gerald Theisen, Eastern New Mexico University, "Will the Real Kit Car son Please Stand Up." Facts and myths
about the man.
Trisha Stanton, Albuquerque, "William Cody, Kit Carson, and Kit Carson
Cody. " Did the two men ever meet and
why did Cody name his son after Kit?
Geraldine Cloud, UNM-Gallup
Campus, "The Lawrence Ranch ."
EXPEDITIONS
Robert J. Torrez, University of New
Mexico. "The Rio Arriba Gold Rush of
1860." Civilians follow the government expeditions into northern New
Mexico and they playa major role in
the development of the area.

Andrew Wallace, Northern Arizona
University, "The Sitgreaves Expedition
in New Mexico from Rio Grande to
Rio Colorado del Poniente." In 1851
the U.S. Army sent an expedition from
Zuni to find a route for wagons to
California.
David Miller, Cameron University,
Lawton, Okla. "A Prussian Artist in
the Wild West: Balduin Mollhausen
Depicts the Land of Enchantment."
The artist visited New Mexico in 1853
and in 1858 and he sketched what he
saw.
TOOLS OF THE TRADERESEARCH
Vlad Shkurkin, Publisher, San
Pablo, Calif. "Fire Insurance Maps as
Primary Historic Records." One of the
primary resources for the history of
towns and their buildings.
Jake W. Spidle, University of New
Mexico, "Medical History: Means and
Materials." Where do you find ·the
research materials for the history of
medicine?"
Sherry Krukowski, Socorro Public
Library, "The Search for Local Newspapers. " The Socorro Library has a
grant to discover and microfilm existing newspapers for the town.
PHOTOGRAPHY AS
A RESEARCH TOOL
Robert R. White, U.S. Geological
Survey, "Adventures in Kit Carson
Land." An early motion picture of
Taos.
Sherry Smith-Gonzales, State
Records Center and Archives, "Come
to the Movies." The photo collection at
the Archives.
Vernon J. Glover, Albuquerque,
"What's in a Picture?" A neglected
topic for many doing historical
research. Historic photographs can be
full of information.
TEACHING
NEW MEXICO HISTORY
Karl E. Gilmont, Saint Leo College,
Ft. Lee, Va. "Teaching New Mexico
History in the Public Schools." What is
being done and what is not being done.
Joe Baca, New Mexico State Department of Education, "The Social Studies
Curriculum in New Mexico." What the
state is trying to do in the elementary
schools.
Edward Ramsey, Taos Junior High,
"The Social Studies Program in the
Junior High School."
Mrs. Sally Noe, Gallup High School,
"The Social Studies Program in the
High School."
Jacinto Quirarte, University of
Texas-San Antonio, "Southwest
Hispanic Missions: A Teaching Tool."
An example of using video equipment
in the classroom.
LADIES OF THE NIGHT
OR SOILED DOVES:
PROSTITUTION IN NEW MEXICO
Albert L. Hurtado, Purdue University, "Prostitution in the West: A
Regional Perspective." These are all
self-explanatory!
(continued page 4r:7)

Last April, things looked bleak for
historic Pigeon's Ranch on the Glorieta
Battlefield, fifteen miles east of Santa
Fe. But a rescue committee, operating
under the Historical Society of New
Mexico, was able to keep the old building from falling down. People from
around the country, including many
Society members, came forward with
contributions just in the nick of time.
More than $10,000 was raised and
put immediately into emergency
stabilization. That impressive figure,
all coming from private sources, put us
in line for another $10,000 from the
Federal Historic Preservation Program
administered by the state Historic
Preservation Division. That grant was
approved in November, a contract was
negotiated with a Santa Fe contractor,
and major roof repairs got underway
by late December.
Other developments of interest: In
September the USGS in Denver came
down, at Sen. Domenici's request, and
conducted a vibration test on the
building, to determine the impact of
nearby traffic. The results have still not
been processed, caught up in red tape.
An open ~?U~~ attempted at the site for

Santa Fe area residents was rained out
in early October. A major 6-page illustrated story on the saving of Pigeon's
appeared in the Albuquerque Journal's
"Impact" magazine on October 11.
Volunteer work at the site - mainly
plastering and earth moving - was suspended with the onset of cold weather.
It will resume in the spring. The
building now looks good, but a longrange plan for development is still
needed .
M.S.

----_........
Officers and Directors
Elected to Aztec
Museum Association
At their official annual meeting on
Feb. 2, the Aztec Museum Association
elected nine new members to their
Board of Directors:
Henry A. Jackson Lyle McWilliams
Genoveva Ferran
Helen C. Mills
Norman Maxwell
Carleen McGee
Georgia Knowlton
Ray Atchison
Suzanne Belt
Hold-overs on the Board are:
Vanessa Orbesen Gladys Payton
Hazel Baxter
Rick Moeller
Alta Jane Williams Hans Doerfert
Officers elected for the new year are
Gladys Payton, president; Rick
Moeller, vice president; Alta Jane
Williams, secretary; and Carleen
McGee, treasurer.
At this meeting, Attorney Joseph
Burns presented a preliminary outline
of plans the Museum has to establish
an Endowment Fund , its purpose to be
to preserve and perpetuate the
Museum.
D

The Short Life of Fort Tulerosa, New Mexico
by: Reba N. Wells
Some of the most fierce and troublesome Indians in the Southwest were the
Southern Apaches. When the Interior
Department decided in the early 1870s
to concentrate these and other Apaches
in New Mexico and Arizona on reservations, they sent the Secretary of the
Board of Indian Commissioners, Vincent Colyer, to select appropriate sites.
Colyer was a Quaker, and well qualified for his mission to the Southwest,
having a strong humanitarian background. He made the trip armed with
almost unlimited authority to establish
reservations, and freedom to expend
the generous $70,000 Congress had
appropriated . For the Southern
Apaches, Colyer chose the Tularosa
Valley of western New Mexico Territory. 1 His actions were approved by
Washington officials and in November
1871, President Ulysses S. Grant officially established the Tularosa Reservation. The Southern Apache Agency
was to be moved from Canada Alamosa (present day Monticello, New
Mexico) and all Indians of the area
who had formerly been given rations
there, were required to move to the
reserve.s
The War Department authorized full
cooperation with the Office of Indian
Affairs in New Mexico to accomplish
the removal of the Southern Apaches to
the new reservation. General orders
were sent from the Division of the
Missouri fixing reservation boundaries
and the Quartermaster Department
was authorized to provide necessary
subsistence. The Indian Reservation
was to begin at the headwaters of the
Tularosa River and to extend ten miles
downstream on each side for a distance
of thirty miles. The commander of the
Military District of New Mexico, Colonel Gordon Granger, was charged
with establishing a military post as
needed for the new reservation. He was
to supervise personally the Indians'
removal from their ancestral lands
around Canada Alamosa to the Tularosa Valley, to set up a post at "some
suitable point," planned in such a way
that it could later be enlarged, and to
have it garrisoned the winter of 1871 by
one company of infantry from Fort
Craig, some ninety miles to the east on
the Rio Grande."
Granger left his Santa Fe headquarters October 10, 1871 and made an inspection trip to the Tularosa Valley,
going by way of Fort Craig and Horse
Springs. He reported that the head waters of the Tularosa River consisted
of three consecutive springs which
emptied from one into the other until
they formed a clear beautiful stream,
18 to 25 inches deep and 10 to 12 feet
wide . He said the stream abounded in
very edible Gila trout. Others later
confirmed his opinion that the valley
was an attractive one, narrow and
twisting for the first mile and a half.
The sides were thickly lined with
rushes, or tules, thus the name of
Tularosa. Lower down the valley
widened out with rather precipitous
hills to the north, and on the south the
land receded in gentle undulations.
The hills were covered with dense
growths of cedar, pinon, dwarf oak
and larger pine, much of which was
suitable for the manufacture of lumber.
Granger selected a site he called
"Camp Colyer," about two miles
downstream from the headwaters, on
the south side of the river, and about
one mile above the spot where temporary Indian agency buildings were being
put up. He was concerned because the
stream banks were sandy loam which
was easily trampled by mule feet which
could make the stream crossing difficult for wagons. He felt a good
substantial bridge would solve the

problem. Another concern was the
danger of malaria because of the decaying tules and marsh grasses being a
breeding place for mosquitos."
Soldiers from Company K of the
15th Infantry at Fort Craig were sent to
Tulerosa in October 1871 after
Granger's trip. They built some temporary crude log huts - but there was
uncertainty at that time about the post
because the Southern Apache Indians
had flatly refused to leave the vicinity
of Canada Alamosa. Some officials
thought it would perhaps be better to
buyout the settlers at Canada Alamosa
and leave the Indians there. Many
military men felt, in spite of their official compliance, that the entire
scheme of a reservation in the Tularosa
Valley was impractical and doomed for
failure. Since 1849 when the Office of
Indian Affairs had been transferred
from care of the War Department to
the newly-created Department of the
Interior, there had been philosophical
and jurisdictional friction between civil
and military authorities. Both sides
agreed on a goal of acculturation for
the Indians, but differed in just how
that goal should be accomplished. 6
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country in the vicmiry of Tularosa
Reservation as "unexplored."?
Other military officials such as General John M. Schofield, commanding
officer of the Military Division of the
Pacific expressed concern about the
wisdom of Colyer's policies and the
reservations he had selected in both
New Mexico and Arizona." This doubt
caused the Army to send Assistant Inspector General Colonel Nelson H.
Davis from Fort Leavenworth to assess
the Tulerosa experiment. In an eightpage report dated October 25, 1871,
Colonel Davis detailed the work of
Colyer but instead of Colyer's rosy optimism and glowing accounts of eager
Indians anxious to cooperate, Davis
reacted in a negative way. He agreed
that the Tularosa Valley was indeed a
beautiful one, and that it was bounded
by a rough mountainous region; but
rather than keeping the Indians on the
site, he supported Granger's position
that it presented "no barrier to
marauding Indians," only making it
difficult for military operations. Davis
referred to the Apaches as innate
murderers with robbing tendencies and
practices, and thought forcing them to

that Cochise and his band of Chiricahua Apaches could also be induced to
make Tularosa Reservation their
home, thus helping insure its success.
But the powerful aging Cochise told
Colonel Granger:
I will not lie to YOU do not lie to me.
I want to live in these mountain; I do
not want to go to Tularosa . That is a
long ways of! The flies on those
mountains eat out the eyes of horses.
The bad spirits live there. I have drunk
of these waters and they have cooled
me. I do not want to leave there. 10
Southern Apache Agent Piper
thought that in time the Indians could
be convinced to move but that perhaps
it would be well to make no big push
until the spring of 1872. Nathaniel
Pope, Superintendent of Indian Affairs
in New Mexico, agreed that use of
force would not be wise nor practicable. "These Indians have been humored
so much of late that they have become
very exacting and dictatorial in their
intercourse with the Agent ... I am Ioth
[sic] to humor them in their frivolous
and unreasonable objections to the
new Reservation. "11
Colonel Granger concurred with
Piper that a delay until next spring
would be wise . He had experienced
four to six-inch snowstorms around
Tularosa in the winter, and felt these
J
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"Plan of Fort Tularosa N.M . August 16th 1872"
J

Commissioner Colyer, a perhaps impractical altruist, had selected the Tularosa Valley because it was remote
from white settlements, surrounded by
mountains that were not easily crossed,
had sufficient arable lands for cultivation, and plenty of water, wood, and
game. Colonel Granger seemed to have
expressed the concern of many that
those qualities were exactly the ones
that made the valley a definite advantage to marauding Indians, and a hindrance to military control. From Tularosa the Indians could depredate and
readily escape since there were no intervening settlements, and they could
move easily from this reservation to
other agencies or reservations in Arizona. Colonel Granger felt that a permanent post was an immediate necessity at Tulerosa, but would involve
heavy expenditures to the War Department since supplies, subsistence, animals, and materials would have to be
transported at least 120 miles over
rough, untraveled and unmapped
country. Current maps all showed the
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go to Tularosa since they were so opposed would result in tumult. Besides,
the Tularosa Valley had for years been
reported as a rich mineral region which
would doubtless soon be prospected by
people seeking the precious metals in
spite of Indians and Indian reservations, and if Indians were put there,
serious trouble would no doubt ensue.
Davis concluded that it was probably
best to keep the Indians at Canada
Alamosa." Inspector Davis' report
seems to have been, as Dan L. Thrapp
noted in his Al Sieber, Chief of Scouts,
just one more concrete example of the
frontier truism that white pressure,
once generated, would always be eased
at the expense of the Indians.
The Indians, who had not been consulted about the move to Tularosa,
nevertheless had expressed their views
to their agent, Orlando F. Piper, and
had adamantly refused to go. Their
principal objections were that it would
be too cold at Tularosa, and that they
were satisfied at Canada Alamosa. It
was hoped by the federal authorities

could occur and cause much suffering
for the women and children if a move
were attempted.P In November Columbus Delano, Secretary of the Interior, concluded from reports coming
out of New Mexico that it would be
expedient to allow the Indians to remain at Canada Alamosa for a time.
He made it very clear, however, that it
should be understood by all that the
reprieve was limited, and the Indians
should be prepared to relocate as soon
as possible. Colonel Granger in December directed Colonel Thomas C.
Devin of the 8th Cavalry to stand by
for the Indian removal whenever the
order came, and to be "very circumspect [giving] no alarm to Indians or
citizens of what's going to happen. "13
In March 1872 words came to New
Mexico from Washington to effect the
transfer. During March and April
meetings were held with various
headmen, but when Agent Piper moved
the agency at the end of April, no Indians accompanied him. However, by
the middle of May some Apaches were

beginning to gather at Ojo Caliente,
some 20 miles north of Canada
Alamosa and it was possible for Colonel Devin's men with wagons to begin
transporting the old and sick tribal
members over the mountains to the
new reservation. Twenty wagons carried some 50 or 60 aged, women, children and supplies and were accompanied by 16 8th Cavalry troopers. An
estimated 300 Apaches of Victorio's,
Loco's, and Gordo's bands went along
on horseback or afoot. By June it was
reported that about 400 Indians were
at Tularosa with more coming in daily.
Cochise was not among the bands
moving in but because of his power
and influence it was still hoped that he,
too, would make the move, thus adding to the possibility of the new reservation's success.!"
Fort Tulerosa was activated at the
end of April 1872. Company K of the
15th Infantry from Fort Craig under
the command of Lt. Martin P. Buffin
had marched 114 miles, leaving Ft.
Craig April 26 and arriving in the Valley in the evening of April 30. They
were joined by Troop H of the 8th
Cavalry from Craig, commanded by
Lt. Henry J. Farnsworth which arrived
May 5, and a detachment of 16 cavalry
troopers who arrived May 19. The first
post return dated May 31, 1872 gave
the combined strength of the post as 92
which included 3 commissioned officers for each company, 31 men absent. Both infantry and cavalry captains were absent: Samual B. M.
Young of Troop H had been in Chicago since February 1, 1871 on recruiting
duty, and Frederick W. Coleman of
Company K who was to command
Fort Tulerosa was on leave until July . 15
The Secretary of War had authorized
$20,000 to provide for buildings at
Fort Tulerosa but by the end of fiscal
period June 30, 1873 only $1410.98
had been expended. The constant indecision about the Indian reservation and
the post caused delay and a hesitancy
about moving ahead with buildings.
From the inception of the undertaking,
it seemed everyone had a different idea
about what would be best and letters,
rumors, and talk had the location in
different places.
Colonel Granger on his initial visit to
the Tularosa Valley had envisioned a
post large enough to accommodate
buildings for two infantry companies
and two troops of cavalry. After the
hasty construction of the few huts in
the fall of 1871, nothing more was
done until the next July when Granger
directed Captain Coleman, who had
just arrived, to commence building the
post according to the plan he had sketched. Varying numbers of carpenters,
sawyers, and masons began to show up
on the post's civilian payroll, some of
them working each month until the followin April. 16
Granger had advised Captain Coleman that he would like the post to be
symmetrical with the meridian but to
use his own judgment. When Coleman
began construction, he made changes
that he felt were improvements but
without added expense. The use of
adobe rather than buildings entirely of
lumber and shingles would make for
more comfortable quarters since the
climate was not severe but there were
often high winds and sharp piercing
cold spells. The line for officers'
quarters did not afford ground enough,
so change was needed there. Coleman
felt "the Sally Port and all the showy
and clean portions of the garrison"
should be at the upper end of the
parade and on the entrance road for all
arrivals, and that drills and reviews
would be held in the central plaza. A
flagstaff would be arranged so that
four companies could form and
parade, and if not over 80 men in each,
a review could also be held there. 17
A steam-operated sawmill had been

set up on the stream near the post and
Captain Coleman advised District
Headquarters in Santa Fe in August
that it was just about ready to run except an engine frame bolt was missing,
and taps and dies from Fort Craig
would be required to set it. The Corporal Kelley who had been sent out
from Company C at Fort Craig as an
engineer for the sawmill was "no good
except as a stoker when mill is to run,"
but Coleman felt they were fortunate in
having a Sergeant Milleson who was
"an old Wisconsin lumberman and
[had] set all up 'shipshape.'" A shinglemaking machine sent from Fort Stanton was expected on the first packtrain
from Ft. Craig, and with that Coleman
intended producing lumber "one and
one fourth inches in thickness for outside of houses, balloon frames with
sills four x six inches and top rails of
same size, also one inch stuff for inside
sheating with a space of four inches
between to be filled by adobies , or
mud." Captain Coleman reported that
log huts for quartermaster and commissary stores were completed with
nearly sufficient capacity for all likely
supplies, and winter quarters for men
and officers and a hospital would be
ready in about six weeks.!"
When Colonel Nelson H . Davis paid
Tulerosa the October 1872 inspection
visit, he pronounced the post inadequate and unfit for winter occupation.
He described the installation as having
four rough log buildings as quarters,
one for company cookhouse, one small
one for a bakehouse, one as a hospital,
three for storehouses, and two for
laundresses quarters. The hospital was
a crude log structure divided so as to
give a small ward, dispensary and
storeroom. It was badly lighted and
ventilated with no fireplace. A box
stove was being used in the ward which
was intended for five beds but actually
had a capacity for properly accommodating not more than two or three
patients.
All the buildings had dirt roofs, and
there was , in Inspector Davis' opinion, a total lack of workshops, mess
halls, guard houses, stables and corrals. A six-room officers' quarters was
being constructed of adobe by private
contract and when completed would be
comparatively comfortable at a cost to
the officers of about $150.00. Aid to
the contractor was being given in labor
of men and teams, and in furnishing rations to the contractor's employees.
Davis said the entire assemblage was
poorly constructed and insufficient in
capacity, light and ventilation, and he
advised Captain Coleman, both verbally and in writing, that he should at
once put his command in proper position for winter. 19
There were no corrals for the
animals and no means being used to
prevent the wasting of their forage.
Corn was in thin cotton sacks, apparently old and easily torn, stored poorly
and indifferently in a log building. A
large amount of the corn was outside,
indifferently covered with a tarpaulin,
according to the report, and "wasting
more or less." Animals were fed in
broken troughs and on the ground
which caused loss of feed. A large
number of hogs belonging to Company
H of the 15 th Infantry were penned
close to company quarters and the
cookhouse. Many of them ran loose
about the post and fed more or less at
the cornpile and where the mules were
fed.
The hay on hand was of "a dry and
dead quality of but little value as
forage." Notices for grain and hay contracts had not gotten to local producers
until September and early October and
that was too late to get suitable hay at a
reasonable distance from the post.
The Inspector did have some good
things to say - he thought the condi-

tion of the post mules was good, in
general. But some had sores and bad
withers and backs caused by poor pack
saddles, inexperienced packers and because officers neglected to give proper
attention to what was being done.
Davis felt that using soldiers as teamsters when they had "no taste or aptness" for that duty and "on the contrary dislike[ d] and object[ ed] to it"
resulted in neglect and abuse of the
animals, and their resulting unserviceableness and eventual injury and loss to
the service. He thought a corps of
teamsters should be authorized by law.
Davis recommended that a requested
clerk should be allowed to act as storekeeper since the quartermaster's time
was being required out of the office to
supervise the building that was going
on. The blankets issued to personnel
were mostly quite miserable in quality,
and Davis said that "in simple justice to
the soldier the price should be further
reduced." The clothing on hand was
old and much of it damaged by moth
and mice. Most was rather shapeless in
form and of unsuitable sizes so that it
was necessary to spend a great deal of
time in remaking and fitting. A real
problem was the underclothing - too
small in size, "especially the drawers. "20
It is not surprising that permanent
post-building was delayed. Even before
the post had been activated in April
1872, Interior Secretary Columbus
Delano had sent a second special Indian Commissioner to the Southwest to
define the imperfections of the reservations Colyer had selected, and to correct them, if possible. The choice this
time was General Oliver O. Howard,
known as the one-armed "Christian
Solider" and a commissioner of the
Freedmen's Bureau. Howard was more
in tune with the military mind than
Colyer, and perhaps even understood
Indian concerns better, too, but his
good intentions added to the uncertainty and confusion about permanency for
both Fort T ulerosa and the Tularosa
Reservation .
Howard was in the Southwest from
mid-summer to October 1872. In a
conference Howard arranged with Victorio and other Southern Apache
headmen, the Indians understood that
Howard would see that they got
Canada Alamosa as a reservation.
They also thought he would send them
an agent that they liked, and that the
new agent would take them all back to
the Cafiada Alamosa-Ojo Caliente
region at planting time where a large
fort would be established and all
Apaches would gather. As a result of
the misunderstanding, the Indians who
had reluctantly gone to Tularosa in
order to be fed, were even more
discontented and talked constantly of
the anticipated return to their former
homes. The new agent, John Ayres,
tried to placate the Indians but they
grew more unruly and at times almost
ran the agency to suit themselves, taking cattle and other supplies by sheer
force.s - Ayres himself actually thought
Canada Alamosa was probably a better
place for the Apaches and he encouraged their longing to return. 22
With this background of unrest and
constant turmoil in the agency, it is no
surprise that when Dr. Benjamin M.
Thomas appeared at Tularosa in early
January 1873 to assume control of the
Indian agency, the Apaches had their
minds closed to him. They even refused
to talk with him at the first council he
called, unless Captain Coleman was
present. Thomas, however, was an excellent agent with a knack for dealing
with problems, and soon achieved better order at the agency and by the end
of March, had some much-needed reforms well underway.P
Indian Department funds were often
late or lacking and Thomas occasionally had to resort to borrowing from
the post. David R. Burnham was the

Acting Assistant Quartermaster and
Assistant Commmissary General, and
he and Benjamin Thomas had become
acquainted a year or so before at Fort
Wingate. This friendship may have expedited Thomas' ability to borrow
from the military. At any rate, relations between the Indian agent and
post officials were cordial, for the most
part. But both parties were often called
upon to exercise wisdom and judgment
in situations that were delicate and
where a wrong move could result in the
failure of the reservation experiment at
Tularosa, which was tenuous at best.
In spite of Thomas' great respect and
appreciation for the effectiveness of
frontier posts in dealing with the Indians, there were some conflicts between him and army personnel.
About the middle of June 1873 an
ugly incident occurred that resulted in
the resignation of the commanding officer at Fort Tulerosa, Captain Frederick W. Coleman. There is no doubt
that the protests of Dr. Thomas
hastened Coleman's departure. According to Thomas' report of the affair, two or three Indians were annoying the post laundress and when the
corporal of the guard came to her aid,
the Indians leveled their guns at him,
and he ran in fright. The post commander awoke from a drunken sleep
and ordered the guards to fire on the
Indians. An innocent bystander, an Indian woman, was hit by the flurry of
bullets and died right away though the
post doctor tried to save her life by amputating her arm. Thomas stoutly
maintained that the entire episode was
grossly mismanaged and held Coleman
responsible . He officially asked for a
change of commanders for Fort
Tulerosa. In August Captain George
Shorkley, Company B of the 15th Infantry, assumed command of Fort
Tulerosa. Coleman continued to command Company K of the 15 th Infantry.
In March, 1874, Coleman was absent
from the post with leave and his
resignation from the army was a~
cepted March 31,1874. 2 4
In July 1873 Thomas attempted to
arrest Sancho, a "notorious thief," who
had taken refuge on the reservation.
Two or three times in the past, Victorio and Loco, two of the most influential band leaders, had cooperated
with Thomas in getting stolen stock
returned and had indicated to him that
they wanted to do what was right.
Thomas brought the two head men into his office, explained the situation,
and told them he wanted to arrest Sancho, fully expecting them to assist him.
Instead, they were affronted and
wanted nothing to do with the arrest,
stormed out of his office and signaled
all the women and children in the
vicinity to leave immediately. The Indian men gathered with their weapons
and horses and signified that they
would fight if he pressed the issue.
Fortunately for Thomas, Colonel
William Redwood Price from Fort
Wingate was on detached duty in the
area and arrived at Tularosa at just
that time with a sizeable force of three
troops of cavalry, and serious trouble
was averted. Colonel Price, at the request of Thomas, arrested a number of
Indians but most of the bands scattered
into the surrounding mountains . The
cavalry pursued and within two days
had captured and returned over two
hundred Indians to the reservation, but
it was several weeks before all Indians
were back and the controversy smoothed over. Thomas released the captured
Indians, causing a disagreement between himself and Colonel Price. Price
was annoyed at Thomas "injudicious
action," and in this was supported fully
by his superior, General Gordon
Granger, commander of the Military
(continued page 40 ·)
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(Continued)
District of New Mexico. General
Granger wrote Price that he was sympathetic and that it was his opinion
that when the Indian Department
could not handle their Indians and asked for help from the military, then Indians taken prisoners were military
Prisoners of War, and could be released only by order of a superior officer. 25
Late winter and early spring of 1874
in Grant Country and around the Tularosa Reservation was a quiet time as
far as Indian depredations were concerned. Thomas' relations with the
Southern Apaches improved, and Indian headmen who had formerly scorned the notion of agriculture began to
cultivate fields; even Victorio and
other band leaders were constructing
ditches for irrigation. Thomas did not
hesitate to say that he felt the quietness
of the Indians was due in large part to
the actions of Colonel Price the summer before in connection with the arrest of Sancho. He felt that if Colonel
Price and the cavalry troops had been
allowed to stay in the area two months
longer, pacification would have been
more nearly a complete success. Civilian authorities had criticized Price for
scaring the Indians away to the mountains but Thomas asserted to Price,
"You gave me control of my Indians ...
which I have been careful to maintain
ever since ... I do not claim full control
... but I do claim that you made it
possible for me to effect very great improvement. "26
Tularosa Reservation was unsatisfactory to the federal government and
during its entire life, there had been
constant talk of Indians being moved
from there to various places. In
military circles, rumors were also rife.
The location of the post was faulty, the
$20,000 appropriated for construction
was not enough for a permanent post,
and the trouble generated by change of
post commanders did not add to
Tulerosa's stability.
Colonel William R. Price, who knew
all of western New Mexico Territory
probably as well as any man, was of
the opinion that the fort should
definitely be moved to Horse Spring,
eighteen miles to the northeast. He and
a detachment of troops had spent most
of 1873 scouting between Fort Wingate and Fort Bayard and had determined that reasonably good wagon
roads could be developed from Horse
Springs connecting the two older
established forts.F
By the time Department of the
Missouri authorities had determined to
move Fort Tulerosa to Horse Springs
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and begin immediate construction of a
post there and spend the money allotted, officials in the Interior Department
had made a decision to return the
Southern Apache agency to Ojo Caliente, twenty miles north of Canada
Alamosa. In mid-July 1874, Dr. Benjamin Thomas began the removal of
Indians and agency stores, and the
move was completed in September. Of
course, all military plans for Horse
Springs came to a standstill, and October 9 in Special Orders No. 162,
Brigadier General John Pope of the
Department of the Missouri, advised
that Fort Tulerosa was to be abandoned, public stores there to be moved to
other New Mexico military posts, and
the garrison was to be re-assigned to
Fort Craig. 2 8
The few buildings at Tulerosa were
dismantled and out of them, quarters
for one officer and twenty cavalry
soldiers was constructed at Ojo Cali ente, an outpost of Fort McRae. Lumber, door and window frames, sashes
and other items, were taken to Forts
Craig, Bayard, and McRae. Three
wagons were sent to Forts Craig,
Wingate and Union, and the steam
sawmill and shingle-making machine
were transferred to Fort Wingate.
Records were organized, packaged and
sent for filing in the District Headquarters in Santa Fe. Fort Tulerosa was officially abandoned November 26,
1874. 29
In 1877 there was only one building
standing on the site of Fort Tulerosa
and it was occupied by an individual
who had gotten permission to do so
from the District Headquarters in Santa Fe. 30 Eventually settlers Came into
the area and the little town of Aragon
was established where the post and
agency had been located.
Government policy during the 1870s
called for the removal of Indians from
their ancestral lands and nomadic way
of life in southwestern New Mexico
and their concentration on reservations. Small unpretentious Fort Tulerosa, improperly located, poorly constructed, with its very existence constantly questioned, was nevertheless
another significant link in the chain of
frontier military posts that made life
safer for settlers who opened western
New Mexico and eastern Arizona.
R.N.W.
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